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Blaenau  Festinioo  : 

Printed  at  the  “ Glorian  ” Office,  Church  Street. 


To  the  Festiniog  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen. 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  following  report 
for  the  year  ending  December,  1941. 

The  General  Death  Rate  for  1941  is  13.8  as  compared 
with  17.96  in  1940. 


The  Birth  Rate  for  1941  is  14.2  as  compared  with  11.58 
in  1940. 

On  28  Nov.,  1941,  our  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  J. 
Owen,  passed  away  suddenly.  I have  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  excellent  work  done  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Owen. 

He  was  concientious,  and  hard  working.  He  served  the 
Council  faithfully  and  well  for  thirty  years. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  W.  MORRIS. 


4 


i 


The  Clinic  has  an  excellent  X-Ray  plant  and  is  valuable 
for  ALL  CHEST  conditions  whether  tubercule  or  not. 

The  Doctor  also  attends  at  Llan  Festiniog  twice  monthly 
(by  appointment). 

I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent  work 
done  by  Dr.  Jackson  at  the  Memorial  Clinics. 

Treatment  Centre  of  Venereal  Diseases. 

This  Centre  is  held  at  the  C.  and  A.  Infirmary,  Bangor, 
on  Thursday  2 — 5 p.m.  for  Male  Patients,  and  Fridays,  2 — 5 
p.m.  for  Female  Patients. 

The  Centre  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council, 
and  the  County  M.O.H.  arranges  for  blood  tests  (Wasserman 
Reaction). 

Hospitals. 

There  is  one  Hospital  in  the  District.  The  Festiniog 
and  District  Memorial  Hospital  — situated  in  the  Centre  of 
the  I'own,  overlooking  Cwmbowydd  Valley. 

It  is  a Cottage  Hospital  for  general  and  Medical  Cases. 
It  has  19  beds,  and  is  available  for  persons  residing  in  the 
following  parishes: — DolwyddeleP,  Penmachno,  Festiniog, 
Maentwrog,  Trawsfynydd,  Llanfrothen,  Penrhyndeudraeth, 
Talsarnau,  Harlech,  Llanfair  and  Llanbedr. 

The  Festiniog  U.D.  Council  has  a representative  on  the 
Committee  of  Management. 

The  Hospital  is  very  well  equipped  for  any  major 
operation  and  possesses  an  operating  Theatre.  An  X-Ray 
plant  has  been  installed,  with  all  the  latest  electro-medical 
equipment. 

The  Hospital  is  doing  splendid  work, 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  whole  district  except  some  farm  houses  and  a few 
Isolated  homes  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Morwynion 
Lake.  The  water  is  satisfactory. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  secure  emergency  water 
supplies  for  the  district  from  streams  and  wells.  Samples 
have  been  taken,  the  results  are  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

During  the  year  sewers  were  maintained  and  repairs 
carried  out  when  necessary. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Bowydd  River  were  cleared  periodically  of  stones 
and  debris  which  had  ben  carried  down  from  the  mountain 
sides. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

< 

No  pail  closets  were  converted  into  water  closets  during 
the  year. 

Public  Cleansing. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  method  of  collection 
and  disposal  of  house  refuse  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Total  number  of  formal  notices  issued  ...  ...  5 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  number  of  informal  notices  issued  ...  ...  102 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  91 

Total  number  of  New  Houses  completed  — 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ... ' — 

(b)  by  private  enterprise  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  plans  new  Houses,  buildings  ..  ...  — 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  ...  ...  — 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  ...  ...  3 

Visits  to  milk  shops  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  ...  ...  — 

Visits  to  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  ...  ...  2 

Visits  to  slaughter  houses  ...  ...  ...  12l 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  ...  ...  4 

Notices  re  removal  of  ashes  ...  14 

Notices  re  removal  of  manure  ...  ...  1 

Notices  re  defective  drains  ...  ..-  ...  21 

Number  of  visits  to  cases  of  infectious  diseases  ...  45 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  defective  water  fittings  ...  ...  60 

Number  of  pail  closets  converted  into  W.C.  ...  none 

Number  of  New  water  closets  erected  ...  ...  none 

Total  Number  of  Water  closets  ...  ...  2419 

Pail  Closets ...  ..  ...  ...  63 

Privies  or  other  closets  ...  ...  ...  138 

Number  of  closets  serving  more  than  one  house  ...  13 

Milk  Samples  taken  for  Ministry  of  Health  ...  — 

For  County  Council  ...  ...  ...  3 

For  Local  Sanitary  Authority  ..  ...  — 

Shops  and  Offices. 

Camping  Sites. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

Schools. 

The  remarks  in  last  year’s  Report  apply  to  this  year  also. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

• No  Council  Houses  were  found  to  be  infested  during  the 
year. 

There  were  complaints  of  five  other  houses  being  infested 
and  these  were  dealt  with. 

The  methods  employed  are  the  same  as  mentioned  in 
last  years  report. 

HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  160 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  205 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1926  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  15 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head) 
found  not  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  5 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  22 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9, 10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


(!) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

None 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

None 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  . 

40 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  By  Owners 

5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

None 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1913. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  None 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1S36. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing 
orders  were  made  ...  ...  ..  None 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ‘ ...  None 

% 

4.  Housing  Act  1936— Part  IV.— Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  24 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  26 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  156 

{b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  report- 
ed during  the  year  ...  ...  4 

(e)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  ...  ...  None 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  None 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding upon  which  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report. 
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Othei‘  Housing  Remarks. 

No  Demolition  Orders  were  made  during  the  year. 
Permission  was  granted  to  a few  owners  of  Houses  scheduled 
for  demolition,  to  let  them  for  duration  of  War  only.  Such 
houses  will  be  vacated  and  demolished  at  the  end  of  the 
present  emergency. 

New  Buildings. 

No  plans  for  new  buildings  were  received  during  the 
year'  2 Houses  at  Baron  Road  were  completed. 

Supervision  and  Inspection  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

3 Producers-Retailers  were  added  to  the  register 
during  the  year. 

The  number  on  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1941,  was 


Producers  only  ...  5 

Retailers,  Purveyors  ...  9 

Producers,  Retailers  ...  23 

Total  ...  37 


3 samples  of  milk  for  T.  B.  examination  were  taken  for 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  sent  to  the 
Laboratory  at  Aberystwyth. 

The  Licences  of  the  four  Milk  Dealers  selling  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  were  renewed  during  the  year. 

Pasteurized  Milk  would  prove  a great  boon  to  this  area. 

Meat  and  other  Food. 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughter-houses  and 
meat  shops  during  the  year. 

Meat  is  supplied  from  the  centres  in  this  District  to  the 
population  living  in  the  Festiniog  Urban  Area,  Maentwrog  & 
Trawsfynydd. 

A number  of  Carcasses  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

Communal  Feeding  of  School  Children. 

All  the  Schools  in  the  Area  have  their  own  Communal 
Feeding  Centres.  The  success  of  the  Centres  has  been 

highly  satisfactory.  This  is  due  largely  to  the  excellent  work 
of  the  voluntary  stafT  of  women  workers.  I congratulate  all 
concerned,  as  I can  testify  that  these  centres  have  proved  of 
inestimable  value  to  tlie  children.  The  health  and  physique 
of  the  children  have  definitely  improved  as  a results  of  these 
Centres.  The  meals  provided  are  excellent  both  in  nutritional 
value  and  quantity. 
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Rainfall  in  1941  in  Morwynion  Lake. 

Taken  at  9 a-m.  daily.  Diameter  of  funnel,  4 inches. 

Above  Ground,  10  ft.  Above  Sea  Level,  1320  feet. 


Number  of  Days 

w 

th 

MONTH. 

Total 

Greatest  fall  in 

.01  ins. 

.04  ins. 

Depth. 

24  hours. 

or 

or 

more. 

more. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Date. 

January 

.47 

.25 

25 

5 

3 

February 

5.26 

1.00 

9 

13 

13 

March 

5.60 

1.89 

26 

17 

15 

April 

2.58 

1.20 

14 

15 

II 

May 

4.01 

1.16 

23 

II 

II 

June 

94 

.35 

15 

9 

9 

July  

2.60 

.88 

18 

16 

13 

August 

7.60 

.98 

13 

25 

20 

September  ... 

1.56 

.70 

2 

10 

7 

October 

8.49 

2.36 

10 

20 

17 

November  ... 

3.61 

.80 

17 

16 

II 

December  ... 

5.47 

8.80 

7 

23 

21 

Total 

48.19 

180 

151 

Rainfall  in  1941  at  Bethesda  Cemetery. 

Taken  at  9 a.m.  daily.  Diameter  of  funnel,  5 inches. 

Above  Ground,  9 ft.  Above  Sea  Level,  750  ft. 


MONTH. 

Total 

Depth. 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours. 

Number 

w 

.0 1 ins. 
or 

more. 

of  Days 
th 

.04  ins. 

or 

more. 

January 

Inches. 

.89 

Inches. 

.24 

Date. 

25 

13 

6 

February 

6.06 

1.53 

9 

22 

18 

March 

6.00 

2.20 

26 

20 

16 

April 

3.1 1 

1.49 

14 

17 

12 

May 

4.84 

1.64 

23 

10 

8 

June 

.87 

.19 

15 

9 

6 

July 

2.59 

.83 

18 

17 

II 

August 

8.64 

1.23 

13 

24 

22 

September  ... 

1.83 

.68 

2 

9 

7 

October 

9.31 

3.46 

10 

17 

13 

November  ... 

3.17 

.90 

17 

17 

II 

December  ... 

6.25 

1.12 

7 

24 

22 

Total 

53.56 

199 

152 

The  above  two  tables  of  rainfall  was  supplied  by  E.  L.  Evans,  Esq., 
the  U.D.C.  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


Average  rainfall  for  1941 — 50.87.  The  lowest  for  many  years. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

year  1941. 


Total 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Diseases. 

Cases  Notified. 

to  Hospital, 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

12 

Nil 

2 

Enteric  h'ever  (including  Fera- 
typhoid) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Other  diseases  generally  noti- 
fiable 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

Nil 

1 

Erysipelas 

Nil 

Nil  ■ 

Nil 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

30 

Nil 

5 

Cancer. 

No  special  facilities  are  available  for  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  Cancer. 

7 men  and  5 v/omen  died  of  Cancer  during  the  year. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the 
treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to 
the  eyes. 

Tuberculosis. 
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The  rate  of  non-notified  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis  deaths 
— Nil. 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  satisfactory  in  the  area 

No  action  was  taken  in  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal 
to  notify. 

Fibroid  phthesis  is  prevalent  among  Quarrymen,  and 
slate  dust  predisposes  the  Quarrymen  to  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis. 

The  unhealthy  conditions  prevailing  underground  in  some 
of  the  Quarries  render  the  men  more  liable  to  tuberculosis 
infection. 

Since  the  Clinic  (King  Edward  VII  Memorial  Association) 
was  opened  a few  years  ago,  it  has  been  proved  that  Silicosis 
is  prevalent  among  Slate  Quarrymen,  more  especially  among 
underground  workers. 

Since  1940  the  Silicosis  Act  has  been  extended  to  include 
on  its  Schedule — Slate  Mining — so  as  to  cover  all  workmen 
employed  underground  at  the  Festiniog  Quarries. 


GENERAL. 

30  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  (apart  from  Tuberculosis) 
were  notified  during  the  year. 

Two  people  died  of  Pneumonia  during  the  year. 

3 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year, 
but  no  deaths  occurred  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

12  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year,  and 
two  deaths  occurred  from  Diphtheria. 

14  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year,  but 
no  deaths  occurred  from  Measles. 

I case  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  during  the  year, 
and  one  died  of  Whooping  Cough. 

Seven  men  and  five  women  died  of  Cancer  during  the 

year. 

Three  more  New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year,  than  in  1940. 

An  Isolation  Hospital  is  now  at  Colomendy,  Corwen, 
where  all  cases  of  infecious  diseases  can  be  sent  from  this  area 
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The  examination  of  swabs  for  Diphtheria  is  being  carried  * 
out  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Castle 
Bank,  Conway.  This  Laboratory  also  undertakes  the  examin- 
ation of  Patholigical  and  Bacteriological  specimens,  and  water 
analysis.  It  is  doing  excellent  work. 

There  is  no  hospital  accommodation  for  Measles  or 
Whooping  Cough  in  the  area. 

A supply  of  Anti-Diphtheria  Serum  is  always  kept  by 
the  M.O.H.  for  use  of  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  area. 

No  primary  or  re-vaccination  were  performed  by  the 
M.O.H.  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  preventions). 
Regulations  1917. 

There  ware  no  cases  of  locally  contracted  Anthrax  or 
Rabies  reported. 

During  the  year  the  Local  Authority  consented  to 
provide  the  necessary  expenditure  for  the  immunisation  of 
School  children  against  Diphtheria'  on  the  recommendation 


of  the  M.O.H. 
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